THE PRINTED BOOKS
The English Bible was another of Grenville's chosen fields, and here
his luckiest find was the only known fragment of Tyndale's English
New Testament printed by Quentell at Cologne in 1525. Of the
greater English poets he collected outstanding editions rather than
rare separate pieces. Chaucer was one of his loves, and his copy of
the First Folio of Shakespeare was for long regarded as the finest
extant copy; he also had the Sonnets^ 1609, and Lucrece, 1594, but
no quarto plays. In British history he specialized in the voyages and
travels, especially of the sixteenth century, out of which the Empire
grew, his set of de Bry's Hariot's Virginia in four languages being
noteworthy. The Spanish and Portuguese voyages are equally well
represented. He also collected tracts relating to the divorce of
Henry VIII, to the Armada, and to Ireland.
But perhaps his greatest contribution was in Italian and Spanish
poetry and romances. Of Italian romance poems no Italian library
or collection had so fine a series. Ariosto was the crown of it, and
the gem the hitherto previously unknown first edition (1482) of the
Morgante Maggwre. And we may remember the original editions of
Boiardo, the loan of which occasioned Panizzi's earliest introduction
to the collector.
The Museum's collection of Spanish and Portuguese poetry and
romances was also vastly strengthened by Grenville. Here his choicest
volume, at least in Grenville's and Panizzi's eyes, is the beautiful
copy of Tirant lo Blanch^ Valencia, 1490, of which only one inferior
copy, in the library of the Sapienza at Rome, was known. It is thanks
to Grenville that the Museum possesses its only specimen of the
press at Goa.
Grenville did not collect MSS. as such, but possessed a few. The
only really notable volume, other than printed books, contains no
text but twelve splendid drawings of the Triumphs of the Emperor
Charles V; it was once in the Escorial. This is the volume over
whose custody such war raged between Panizzi and Madden, the
former standing on the promise given to Grenville (though not a
condition of the will) that the collection should be kept together, the
latter claiming it as a manuscript. It is now in the Department of
Prints and Drawings.
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